
University Art Collection – Art in context  

• 1600 pieces of art 

• Different types of art from prints to Edvard Munch’s 11 large paintings in the festival hall – 

The Aula 

• 1/3 of the collection is portraits 

• Large pieces of art from KORO-Public Art Norway (the Norwegian government’s body for 

art in public spaces) in new and renovated buildings 

• New items every year 
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Examples from the Portrait Collection: 

Christian Krohg (1852-1925), Professor of geology Waldemar Christopher and rector 1907-1911, 1924 

Håkon Gullvåg (1959), Professor of law and rector (1993-1998) Lucy Smith, 1999 

Svein Bolling (1948), Professor of mathematics Geir Ellingsrud and rector 2006-2009, 2009 

 



Examples of sculptures in the collection: 

Arnold Haukeland, Air, steel, 1961 

Aase Texmon Rygh, Broken form, bronze, 1983 

Naum Gabo, Constructed Head No 2, corten steel, 1916/1965 

 



The Aula decorated by Edvard Munch (1864-1944)  



Examples of art from KORO – Public Art Norway 

Bård Breivik, Equations in stainless steel, 2011 

Søren Ubisch, Reflection, 2005 



The English website 

http://www.uio.no/english/about/culture/art/art-collection/ 



About the Aula in English 

http://www.uio.no/english/about/culture/art/aula/ 



The Norwegian website 

http://www.uio.no/om/kultur/kunst/kunstsamlingen/ 



Example of how to find sculptures on Blindern campus 

http://www.uio.no/om/kultur/kunst/kunstsamlingen/kunstloyper/uteskulpturer-pa-blindern/ 
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How to search in the collection (only on the norwegian web site for the present) 

The search function is in the column on the right side.  



Searching in the collection 

One can search for an artist, title, subject etc., but only when the object is photographed in a professional 

manner. Only basic information is visible, not where the object is located. 



The search is based on the database. The database is the most important tool in managing the 

collection. Very few people have access to the database, and only the curator has write access. 

The database is developed together with the Unit for Digital Documentation at the University of 

Oslo.  

The following pages shows the different ‘flags’ or ‘cards’ in the database. 

This is the first flag with basic information such as type of art, motif, signature, dating etc. 



The next flag with provenance and position (building, room, how the artwork is mounted, secured etc.). 



This flag shows the dimensions of the object. 



This flag shows the condition and the history of object. 



The last flag is the photo card with information about who is the photographer, dating etc.  


